
June 2011 

Open House 

June 18, 2011 

10am-2pm 
 

 

 

Science Discoveries @  

Lake Jackson Historical Museum  
 

 

 

 
Bring out the scientist in you! 

Learn about the science that surrounds us every day through hands 
on activities, crafts, demonstrations and experiments provided by 
the local ACS section. 
 

Admission is free.  

Donations to the museum are appreciated. 
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Announcement from the Chair  
 

Dear ACS members: 
 

2011, the International Year of Chemistry (IYC), is a special time for 
all of us!  It is the year we celebrate the achievement of chemistry 
and its contributions to mankind.  As we look back, our local section 
has always had a long standing community involvements and we 
intend to keep it that way.   
 

In this newsletter, you will find exciting events we hosted in the past 
but more importantly, I would like to invite you and your family to 
join us for upcoming events.  We will be at the Lake Jackson Mu-
seum on June 18th, 2011, and our IYC 3rd quarter event centered on 
Health will be in the fall.  So be on the lookout for event details.  For 
those of you that are looking for career guidance or exploring im-
provement opportunities, our local ACS section is hosting a 4-class 
career development series by Curtis Swisher.  Come by and sign up 
for a class or the entire series!  
 

Have a fun-filled summer.  Cheers, 
Ling Zhang, ACS Brazosport Local Section Chair 2011 

On April 4thȟ ×Å ×ÅÒÅ ÐÌÅÁÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÈÏÓÔ Ȱ4ÈÅ #ÈÅÍȤ
ÉÓÔÒÙ ÏÆ 7ÉÎÅȱ ÂÙ %ÒÎÅÓÔ 3ÉÍÐÓÏÎ ÆÒÏÍ #ÁÌÉÆÏÒÎÉÁ 
State Polytechnic University. The event drew a 
wide variety  of  members  and  non-members  

around the area to learn about wine making and participate in a 
wine tasting. Dr. Simpson presented to a full house about the chemi-
cal composition of grapes and wine, laboratory methods for analysis 
of grapes and wines, sensory and organoleptic methods used for 
wine, the role of tannin and other phenolic compounds in wine, and 
some potential health aspects of wine. 
 

The event started with a blind sniff test to identify typical aromas 
found in wine. Dr. Simpson then led participants on a guided tour of 
various white and red wines before taking a break for diner from 
Café Annice. Diner was followed with some lovely desserts and des-
sert wines. As a special addition, participants received customized 
Ȱ"ÒÁÚÏÓÐÏÒÔ !#3ȱ ×ÉÎÅ ÇÌÁÓÓÅÓȦ 

By Chanda Klinker 
 

)Æ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÅÖÅÎÔÓ ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÉÓȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÅÓÉÔÁÔÅ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ ÕÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÉÄÅÁÓ 

and suggestions through e-mail, our website or facebook. Keep watch for a seminar 

later in the year about Cheese! 

 

 

                      and                                  present: 
 
 

A Career Development 
Workshop  

Developed and facilitated by Curtis Swisher 

 
Interested in career development? Want to attend a 
four part workshop series on career development? 
Check out the upcoming workshop series!  
 

See details on page 3. 

 

      www.acs.org 
 

Members,  

$ÏÎȭÔ ÆÏÒÇÅÔ ÔÏ ÕÐÄÁÔÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ  
information to receive updates about events, 

activities and volunteer opportunities via email ! 



Call for Nominations  
American Chemical Society  

Brazosport Section Chemical Technician 
Award  

 
The Awards Committee is soliciting nominations for the  
2011 Brazosport Chemical Technician Award , which will be pre-
sented to a chemical technician who has demonstrated an extremely 
high degree of professionalism.  
 

Applicants will be judged upon their technical skills, communication 
skills, safety, reliability, leadership, teamwork, publications, and 
presentations.  Additional professional and community activities are 
also considered.  The award recipient will won a one year member-
ship in the American Chemical Society and a plaque presented at the 
annual Brazosport ACS Awards Banquet.  The nomination package 
for the Brazosport recipient will be forwarded to the National 
Chemical Technician Award Committee. 
 

The ACS defines a chemical technician as a person whose training 
includes successful completion of a two-year post high school level 
chemistry curriculum leading to an Associate degree, or the equiva-
lent course work in a Baccalaureate program, or the equivalent 
knowledge gained by experience.  The primary work of a chemical 
technician is conducting experimentation and/or correlating infor-
mation to help solve chemical problems and/or discover new 
chemical knowledge.  This work is not confined to a traditional labo-
ratory setting. 
 

Nominations must be received by Marv Dettloff no later than August 
2, 2011.  Nomination packages, including seconding letters, must 
not exceed six pages.  The nominating letters should address the 
above criteria.  A current work address and phone number must be 
provided for the nominee and the nominator.  E-mail addresses are 
also requested.  A nominee must be a resident of Brazoria County or 
be employed within Brazoria County, and must have worked as a 
chemical technician for a minimum of five years to be eligible for 
this award.  Nominees need not be a Technician Affiliate or an ACS 
member to be eligible for this award.  Examples of nomination pack-
ages received in the past are available for comparison purposes 
upon request. 
 

Previous winners of the award are Susan Youngs (2001), Eddy Gar-
cia-Meitin (2004; also winner of 2005 National award), Janece Pot-
ter (2005), Danny King (2006), Joe Longoria (2007), and Bill 
Dellinger (2008; also winner of 2011 National award), Lisa Allen 
(2009), Bill Mercer (2010). 
 

Marv Dettloff 
Chair, Awards Committee 
Dow Chemical Company 
2301 Brazosport Blvd., B-1608 Bldg. 
Freeport, TX 77541 
Email: mdettloff@dow.com 
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 Science Café - 
  Ȱ7ÁÔÅÒ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ  
  7ÏÒÌÄȱ 

 
 
 
 

The Brazosport ACS section hosted its 
International Year of Chemistry kick-off 

event on Saturday, March 26 at the Sea Center Texas in Lake Jack-
ÓÏÎȢ Ȱ7ÁÔÅÒ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ 7ÏÒÌÄȱ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÅÍÅ ÆÏÒ Á 3ÃÉÅÎÃÅ #ÁÆï ÔÈÁÔ 
featured contributions on the importance of water as a natural re-
source, the science of water treatment, and the steps that are taken 
to bring clean water to residents of Southern Brazoria County. The 
City of Lake Jackson was represented by David Ellis, Superintendant 
of Utilities for the city. David presented an overview of the water 
purification and waste water treating capabilities of the city and 
also had water samples of treated water from the Lake Jackson fa-
cilities. Tim Finley, an indus-
ÔÒÙ ÅØÐÅÒÔ ÆÒÏÍ $Ï×ȭÓ %ÎÖÉȤ
ronmental Tech Center, pre-
sented on water scarcity 
locally and globally. Local 
non-profits were also repre-
sented, as Steve Erskine 
engaged visitors with infor-
ÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ Á ÌÏÃÁÌ ÇÒÏÕÐȭÓ 
mission trips to Cambodia to 
educate residents there on 
water purification tech-
niques and water hygiene. In 
total, more than 50 of the Sea 
#ÅÎÔÅÒȭÓ ÖÉÓÉȤ
tors stopped 
by the ACS 
exhibit to 
learn about 
water. 
 
By Eric Klinker 
 
 

Visit us online!  
http://brazosport.sites.acs.org/  
       http://www.facebook.com/brazosport.acs  

College Scholarships Awarded  
 
Two college scholarships in the amount of $1000 each were 
awarded this year.  One went to Xavier Strambler from Brazosport 
High School.  He will be attending the University of Texas in the Fall 
and plans to major in Chemical Engineering.  The other went to 
William Hertzing from Brazoswood High School.  He will be attend-
ing Rice University in the Fall and plans to major in Chemistry. 
 

By Marv Dettloff 

mailto:mdettloff@dow.com


 

                      and                                 present: 
 
 

A Career Development 
Workshop  

Developed and facilitated by Curtis Swisher 
 

Tuesday June 14, 2011                    RSVP by June 7, 2011 
Create the Change You Want  
Learn a proven process for creating the change you want to see. 
 

Wednesday July 6, 2011                 RSVP by June 27, 2011 
Your Design - The Secret to Satisfying Work  
In this interactive workshop, participants discover a proven career 
development model based upon the concept that function is re-
vealed by examining design. Just as we can discern the purpose of 
an umbrella by looking at its design, you can know your own pur-
pose by examining your design. Most people, including many lead-
ers, do not know how to access their own design information or how 
to help others discover theirs. Techniques and resources for discov-
ering your design will be discussed. Thought-provoking questions, 
stories and quotes are used to illustrate key points. 
 

Tuesday July 26, 2011                   RSVP by July 18, 2011 
You, Inc.  
Learn to think and respond like a business owner, how to develop 
your own brand, and how to craft your elevator speech. 
 

Tuesday August 16, 2011                     RSVP by Aug 8, 2011 
Networking for Extroverts & Introverts  
The power of networking to maximize career development is inter-
actively discussed in the context of both extroverted and intro-
verted styles. Stories and quotes are used to illustrate how essential 
it is employ innovative approaches to take charge of your career 
growth in a flat organization where fewer advancement levels exist. 
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Location 
 
Schedule 
 
 
Cost 

Civic Center 
 

5:30pm Mingling / Appetizers 
6:00ɂ7:30pm Workshop 

 
Attendance to all 4 workshops 

$25 for AIChE and ACS members 
$30 for non-members 

 

Attendance to one workshop 
$10 for AIChE and ACS member 

$15 for non-members 

Please RSVP to  
 

brazosportacs@gmail.com  
 

Paypal option available on  
our website 

http://brazosport.sites.acs.org/  

 

What would our lives today 
look like without chemistry?  

 
 
This was the question we tried to answer 
on April 28th during the annual Brazoria 
County Petrochemical Council luncheon 
illustrated by 3 examples: eye glasses, run-
ning shoes, and dentistry. The audience, 
comprised of representatives from local 
businesses such as Dow, BASF and the Nu-
clear Power Plant ɀ South Texas Project, 
was invited to follow the progress in the 
development of glasses through chemical 
advancements, and the overview of what 

running shoes looked like throughout history. Without a doubt, 
chemistry contributed substantially to more comfortable vision 
correction and a smoother running experience. But even more ap-
preciable are the benefits chemistry has to offer for a pain-free den-
tist experience! 

The 15 minute presentation inspired by the International Year of 
Chemistry 2011 was well received by the audience and planning 
committee, and the Brazosport section of the ACS received a $500 
donation as a token of gratitude for participating in the event. 
 

By Chanda & Eric Klinker, and Nicole Brehm 

http://www.chemistry2011.org/  


